




Northern Network of Travelling People
The Northern Network of Travelling People
comprises individuals and organisations, which
reflect the perspectives of travelling people and
their local representative organisations based in
the North East, North West and Yorkshire and
the Humber.

The network facilitates the exchange of good
practice and information. It also acts as a
representative body reflecting members' views
when shaping policy and working practices,
which impact on the lives and aspirations of
travelling people. 

Membership is open to gypsies and travellers,
Irish travellers, showmen and circus people,
their representative organisations, and other
individuals invited to become a member.

A: Helen Jones, c/o Leeds Gate, Ground Floor
Crown Point House, 169 Cross Green Lane,
Leeds, LS9 0BD

T: 0113 240 2444
E: helen-jones@leedsgate.co.uk
W: www.northern-network.co.uk

Regional Community Empowerment Network
The Regional Community Empowerment
Network brings together the local Community
Empowerment Networks operating across
Yorkshire and the Humber. The networks work
with their Local Strategic Partnerships to deliver
the community empowerment agenda,
including enabling representation for the
community, voluntary and faith sectors.

The regional network meets bi-monthly at the
Regional Forum offices in Leeds and is currently
facilitated by VOX, the Community
Empowerment Network for Wakefield.

A: VOX, 13 Upper York Street, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire, WF1 3LQ

T: 01924 787379
E: tony@voxnet.org.uk
W: www.voxnet.org.uk

Regional ICT Group
The Regional ICT (Information, Communication
and Technology) group arose out of ChangeUp
supported ICT projects that deliver services to
frontline organisations wanting to meet and
share experience. 

It is an informal group which brings together
ICT focused organisations in each of the four
Yorkshire sub-regions, National ICT Hub staff
responsible for the regions and some circuit
riders (mobile IT development workers who
support a caseload of small voluntary
organisations). The informality of the meeting
allows a free exchange of ideas and views. 

A: Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Forum,
Suite D10, Joseph’s Well, Hanover Walk,
Leeds, LS3 1AB

T: 0113 394 2300
E: mark.crowe@regionalforum.org.uk
W: www.regionalforum.org.uk

Regional Network Support for VCS
Organisations involved in the new Children’s
Trust and Children’s Centre developments
The National Children’s Centre (NCC) in
partnership with the National Council of
Voluntary Childcare Organisations  (NCVCCO)
Yorkshire has developed a regional support
network for organisations involved with the
“Every Child Matters: Change for Children”
agenda. “Every Child Matters” is a new
approach to the well-being of children and
young people from birth to age 19.

The network supports voluntary sector
representatives invited to join children, young
people and family boards (new children’s
services overseers) and Children’s Trusts within
local authority districts. The network also
provides information about changing
government agendas and pinpoints priorities
that voluntary organisations should be focusing
on. Network support is now being extended to
ensure it meets the needs of BME organisations. 

A: National Children’s Centre, 
Brian Jackson House, New North Parade,
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD1 5JP

T: 01484 519988
E: ron.leather@nccuk.org.uk
W: www.yhcf.org.uk
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Regional Refugee Community Development
Workers’ Network
The network is made up of community
development workers from across the region,
who work with refugees and asylum seeking
communities. The network aims to develop the
skills of refugee community workers and
organisations. It also supports advocates and
representatives to influence regional agencies,
policies and programmes.

A: Northern Refugee Centre, Scotia Works,
Leadmill Road, Sheffield, S1 4SE

T: 0114 241 2780
E: info@nrcentre.org.uk
W: www.nrcentre.org.uk

Social Enterprise Yorkshire and the Humber
(SEYH)
SEYH was set up to promote and drive forward
the development of social enterprise in
Yorkshire and the Humber. SEYH is a regional
voice for the social enterprise sector. It
provides social enterprises with high quality
information resources and promotes the
contribution that social enterprises make to
people, businesses and communities in the
region.

A: SEYH, c/o Scedu, 53 Mowbray Street,
Sheffield, South Yorkshire, S3 8EN

T: 0114 281 2222
E: dave@scedu.org.uk
W: www.seyh.org.uk

Third Sector Forum for European Funding
Co-ordinated by the Regional Forum, the Third
Sector Forum (TSF) is a meeting place,
information resource and voice for voluntary
and community organisations with an interest
in European programmes. 

Regular meetings are held across the region to
share updates, ideas and experience of
European programmes. TSF meetings are also
an opportunity for community representatives
sitting on European Committees to report back
to the sector.

A: Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Forum,
Suite D10, Joseph’s Well, Hanover Walk,
Leeds, LS3 1AB

T: 0113 394 2300
E: cath.joyce@regionalforum.org.uk
W: www.regionalforum.org.uk

United Kingdom Advocacy Network (UKAN)
UKAN is a national mental health advocacy
network. The ChangeUp investment
programme has supported UKAN to develop its
work in Yorkshire and the Humber. UKAN
supports the development of Patients’ Councils,
User Forums and Advocacy Projects where
service users can give their views on services
available to them. UKAN offers information and
training on how mental health service providers
can actively involve users in all aspects of
service planning and delivery. 

A: UK Advocacy Network, Volserve House, 14-
18 West Bar Green, Sheffield, S1 2DA

T: 0114 272 8171
E: office@u-kan.org.uk
W: www.u-kan.org.uk

VCS Regional Learning and Skills Group
The Regional Learning and Skills Group (RLSG)
brings together organisations from across
Yorkshire and the Humber with an interest in
learning, skills and workforce development.

The group acts as a voice and a strategic
planning forum for the VCS in its role as both a
provider of learning and an employer with skills
needs. Its key objectives are to develop a
highly skilled VCS workforce, promote the VCS
as a key learning and skills provider, build
effective links, and contribute to strengthening
the learning culture for all communities.

A: Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Forum,
Suite D10, Joseph’s Well, Hanover Walk,
Leeds, LS3 1AB

T: 0113 394 2300
E: john.harris@regionalforum.org.uk
W: www.regionalforum.org.uk



Voluntary Youth Organisations Network
(VYON)
VYON is a key strategic group within the Youth
Work Unit for Yorkshire and the Humber. VYON
supports new and existing networks of
voluntary youth organisations in the region.
Regular meetings are attended by local network
co-ordinators and representatives from large 
or nationally based youth organisations in 
the region. 

VYON meets regularly with local authority
colleagues to discuss and inform policy
developments as they affect young people.  It is
looking to develop relationships with other
regional bodies.

A: VYON, Youth Work Unit, Belle Isle Centre,
Enterprise Way, Middleton Road, Leeds,
LS10 3DZ

T: 0113 270 3595
E: billeve@youthworkunit.com
W: www.youthworkunit.com

Yorkshire Chapter of Credit Unions
Yorkshire Chapter of Credit Unions brings
together all the credit unions and study groups
in the region. It aims to ensure that all who live
or work in Yorkshire and the Humber can join a
credit union and benefit from belonging to a
not-for-profit, financial co-operative.

A: Hull & East Yorkshire Credit Union,
Hull Business Centre, Guildhall Road,
Hull, HU1 1HJ

T: 01482 318524
E: bnavier@hullandeycu.co.uk
W: www.abcul.org

Yorkshire and the Humber Association of Civic
Societies (YHACS)
YHACS is the regional association of civic
societies, supported by the Civic Trust, English
Heritage and Capacitybuilders.

The work of civic societies includes projects
such as gathering support for the protection
and renovation of historic buildings through to
the creation of new and vibrant public spaces.

YHACS offers assistance to local societies
through information support. It supports local
civic societies to engage in the growing 
regional agenda.

A: 9 Dovecot Close, Gristhorpe, Filey, North
Yorkshire, YO14 9PY

T: 01723 513754
E: pete@coope26.freeserve.co.uk
W: www.yhacs.org.uk

Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum
The Faiths Forum represents faith communities
to regional bodies, ensuring that issues faced
by faith communities are considered at a
regional level. It promotes the contribution of
faith communities to the region, encourages
partnerships and challenges injustice and
discrimination based on the grounds of
religious belief.

A: Suite E12, Joseph's Well, Hanover Walk,
Leeds, LS3 1AB

T: 0113 245 6444
E: info@yorkshireandhumberfaiths.org.uk
W: www.yorkshireandhumberfaiths.org.uk

Yorkshire and the Humber Lesbian, Gay and 
Bi-sexual (LGB) Network
This emerging network will increase the ability
of LGB VCS groups to engage in work at a
regional level. Network activities include the
mapping of LGB VCS groups, a regional
consultation and training events, and
dissemination of good practice guidelines for
engaging with LGB communities.

A: Equity Centre, 1 Longlands Street, 
Bradford, BD1 2TP

T: 01274 727759
E: kath@equitypartnership.org.uk
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Yorkshire and the Humber Mediation Network
Yorkshire and the Humber Mediation Network 
is made up of voluntary sector mediation
providers. Members promote mediation as a
way to resolve conflicts between neighbours,
communities and in the workplace.

The network is improving information and
support for members. It is also developing
resources to improve public sector partnerships
and income generating ability. Resources will
include developing a quality framework for
mediation and stakeholder engagement as 
well as holding an event for practitioners in 
the region.

A: Mediation Sheffield, Scotia Works, 
Leadmill Road, Sheffield, S1 4SE

T: 0114 241 2772
E: jon@mediationsheffield.org.uk

Yorkshire and the Humber Regional
Environment Forum (YHREF)
YHREF co-ordinates and represents the views of
organisations interested in improving
environmental conditions in the region. It works
to develop a shared environmental agenda for
the region and a co-ordinated voice. The Forum
is developing closer working relations between
environmental organisations.

A: Green Sand Foundry, 99 Water Lane,
Holbeck, Leeds, LS11 5QN

T: 0114 249 6595
E: andrew@yhref.org.uk
W: www.yhref.org.uk

Yorkshire Rural Support Network (YRSN)
YRSN is a partnership of statutory and voluntary
agencies. Its aim is to alleviate stress in
Yorkshire's rural communities by promoting
sources of practical, financial and emotional
help. YRSN tries to spread the message that it's
not a sign of weakness to admit that you're 
not coping.

A: Yorkshire Agricultural Society, 
Great Yorkshire Showground, 
Harrogate, HG2 8PW 

T: 01432 546253
E: sarahh@yas.co.uk
W: www.yorkshireruralsupport.org

The Regional Forum accepts that it has not
been possible to include all regional networks 
in this guide. However, it has done its best to
ensure the accuracy of information at 
the time of going to press. 

The Forum would be pleased to receive network
information to add to future editions of this guide. 
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